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UNK-UNMC Rural Health Complex 
Estimated Proposal Cost: $85 million ($25 million from private funds) 
 
The first phase of this multi-campus initiative is one-time funding to assist in building an $85 
million facility adjacent to the existing Health Science Education Complex on the UNK campus. 
This building will provide the necessary infrastructure for the expansion of several UNMC 
colleges, and the teaching and learning environment that has been so successful in the HSEC 
building. The proven success of the Health Science Education Complex—already exceeding 
capacity--makes UNK the ideal place to expand education and professional development to 
healthcare providers all over rural Nebraska.   
 
The UNK-UNMC Rural Health Complex will allow UNMC to train in Kearney students who are 
dedicated to rural practice in several key areas.  It would add 66 students to the College of Allied 
Health Professions which already has a successful cohort of students in the Health Science 
Education Complex. These students would be in the fields of Occupational Therapy, Medical 
Nutrition, Genetic Counseling, and Respiratory Care. All of these are high need areas in rural 
Nebraska. The College of Medicine would for the first time educate physicians in rural Nebraska 
with an enrollment of 40 students dedicated to rural practice. The College of Nursing plans to 
expand their Accelerated Bachelor of Science Nursing degree program by 16 students. This 
would bring their total to over 100 nurses being educated at the Kearney site. Also, the College 
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small and on an ad hoc basis.  With this build out we envision an automated streamlined service 
that would engage dozens of small and large companies in R&D activities. 
 
The data center is planned and budgeted as a modular building especially suited to data center 
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UNL USDA National Center for Resilient & Regenerative Agriculture P3 Facility 
Estimated Proposal Cost: $50 million ($25 million from private funds) 
 
A game-changing opportunity for Nebraska’s agricultural and start-up communities is presented 
through a $25 million investment of APRA funding to match $25 million in private funding for 
the construction of a public-private partnership (P3) research facility as a companion to the new 
USDA National Center for Regenerative and Resilient Precision Agriculture (NCR2PA) at 
UNL’s Nebraska Innovation Campus. This new national laboratory would house up to 60 federal 
research scientists in partnership with UNL’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources.
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UNO Biomechanics Research - 
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UNMC Pancreatic Cancer Research Institute  
Research Early Diagnosis and Treatment Startup Packages 
Estimated Proposal Cost:   
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UNMC Global Center for Health Security  
Research & Faculty Startup Innovation Packages 
Estimated Proposal Cost: $10 million 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to demonstrate major gaps in health systems’ abilities to 
mitigate emerging health threats. The inability of public health and health systems to rapidly 
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and limited by funding constraints. An enhanced program will allow GCHS to solidify its 
position as a global leader in health security training and education, developing a linked set of 
training programs in basic science, public health, and clinical fields. In this way, UNMC will 
ensure a pipeline of future generations of health security leaders that will continue to grow our 
intramural capability, create collaborative links with partner institutions, and establish 
international standards for health security professionals. 
 
The pandemic reinforced the truism that infectious agents are not contained by political 
boundaries, and their spread is greatly facilitated by modern transportation networks for trade 
and travel. As a result, our health security is greatly enhanced when we can characterize and 
contain emerging health threats at the point of origin rather than react to wide geographic spread. 
GCHS will focus on solutions that can be adapted for implementation in resource-limited 
settings, not only to facilitate utility in less-developed regions of the globe but also to maximize 
effectiveness in the setting of a 
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UNO Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) Trail Center 
Estimated Proposal Cost: $5 million 
 
The primary goal of the STEM TRAIL Center is to improve human potential through lifelong 
learning. As a Center, we recognize the importance of collectively engaging learners and their 
families, and learners of all ages and experience levels, along with statewide partners. And 
through this engagement, we seek to directly support the expansion of the STEM workforce in 
Nebraska. As has been identified in the four commissioned studies in the past decade (i.e., 
Blueprint Nebraska; Battelle Study; CREC; and the SRI International Report), we are well-
positioned to provide the programming to alleviate many of the identified challenges. We simply 
need the space and infrastructure to do so. 
 
Given the one-time opportunity for capital support, we request consideration for the renovation 
and building of an innovative space to house the STEM TRAIL Center so that we can carry out 
our expansive programming. At this time, we have demand for programming that exceeds the 
occupancy of the space provided, and because of this we are unable to meet the demand for our 
offerings, that include additional programs that support P12 teachers, entrepreneurs, informal 
educators, and community partners due to lack of space available. 
 
Consequently, a one-time infusion of support would pave the way for several key initiatives: 

• Expanding the technical skill sets common to a variety of STEM professions (data 
science, data analytics, technical writing, etc.) providing an opportunity for re-skilling 
and supporting Nebraskans to pursue high-skill, high-demand, and high-wage (H3) jobs. 

• Supporting P-12 teachers across the state with innovative STEM professional 
development and partnerships to support a diverse array of schools implementing 
innovative and effective STEM education. Essential to this work is the Metropolitan 
Omaha Educational Consortium (MOEC), and the ability to build on our partnerships 
with existing partnerships with North/South Omaha. 

• Expanding access and training opportunities for informal educators, such as out-of-
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UNO National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology and Education Center 


